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April lfg, 1868

Charleston, S[outh] C[arolina]

In a letter to the Rev. Pieter Oggel and his wife, published in De Hope April 29, Albertus
C. Van Raalte reported that he was pleased to read the issues of this paper. He is also
happy the Rev. [Jacob] Van der Meulen has accepted the call to his church. "And I am
sure that it will not take long before this congregation favors a split in three." Later that
year, the Ebenezer congregation and Third Reformed Church were organized. VR
doesn't favor large churches because the members are not given sufficient pastoral care.
VR is now on a major trip south because he thinks many people will be migrating south
because of the climate and rich resources. He wants to make sure that the Dutch stick
together to form communities. "The Southerners are very eager for emigrants to come
and persuasive in their invitation. They know and love the Dutch more than I thought."
VR is very optimistic about the prospects of a settlement in the South. This is a key letter
and indicative of his thinking at this time.

In Dutch. Translation by Simone Kennedy.
Original in the archives of Hope College, the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.

1868, April 29

Translation by Simone Kennedy, 12/16/97

De Hope, 29 April 1868: "Letter by Dr. van Raalte"
De Hope: 29 april 1868: "brief van dr. van Raalte"

Just before Dr. van Raalte returned, we received the following letter:
Charleston, S.C., April 15, 1ir
68.
The Rev. P. J. Oggel and wife.
Dear friends!
I no longer remember what I wrote you, but only this, that I read the

De Hope issues with much pleasure, and was glad and thankful to see in it God's
good, great and wonderful care for our people. For this reason I pray you:
continue in this way with gratitude and joy, whether they see and recognize it or
not. Ignorance, coldness and blindness for the interests of our people may hurt us
and cause us to be treated with indifference or scorn, but we should not be
discouraged by it. To see a journal like this in my lifetime, rooted in the
congregations and the hearts of our young Ministers, gives me hope for that future
which I will not live to see. Let every Minister care for his flock and all people
through De Hope, so that, when that day comes when many can no longer be
reached because of the loss of the language, they will still be cared for in that
time. We should not let the young escape our care because of the difficulties in
this time of change. But if we, instead, will make sure that we have answers to
the needs which will develop in time, then we will find the means to make our
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influence known to the outside world. On a certain point in our development we
should make this a priority.
The confirmation of the young Rev. Van der Meulen is a joyful answer to
my burning desire. Now my congregation has two dear leaders: May God give a
third one in His grace! And I am sure that it will not take long before this
congregation favors a split in three. And I fervently hope that the congregations
will follow this example. There is a great temptation to try to gather large
numbers in huge churches, so that the congregational expenses are kept low. But
than you miss the point: by reducing the burden, eventually the smallest burden
will be considered a pain. There is also the temptation to see churches filled up
completely, but then you will eventually become unsure of being able to find a
seat. If the Christians in villages and cities had built churches and called
Ministers in the same rate as their population was growing, then we would not
have seen more than half of the population live without seats in church and
Sabbath privileges. It is a very important and dear principle that, when we
develop regions for our workers, we make sure that there are churches and
workers, so that nobody has a reason not to attend church and the complaint is no
longer heard that: "There is nobody looking after my soul." Do not think that the
earnest and sacrificial seeking and planting of a preacher is all that needs to be
done, I have seen to much positive fruits from work done by elders and I am also
convinced that a church without an active, soul-winning congregation, will wither
even with preaching and all other means utilized.
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At the end of my trip I am now even more convinced that it is very
important for the Dutch to guard against all fragmentation and disintegration.
Somebody who can join and participate in a Presbyterian or Scottish Church
because of knowledge of the English language or other circumstances may not
sustain any harm, but the more I see the nature and the results of fragmentation of
the Dutch, the more I am convinced of our calling to be united in migrating and
do it in such large numbers that you can support a school, a church and each other.
It is logical that you are looking for new settlements considering the continual
growth of families and the influx of emigrants. But I wish that our Dutch people
would learn to implement this principle that wherever they go they go united, with
a Christian goal, and that they establish a school and a church immediately. This
is an uplifting and blessed work. Experience taught us that whenever a small
number of people settle with this goal, a congregation will grow there. I sharply
disapprove of the migration stream to the south, which will increase in the future
because of the favorable climate and rich resources, if this does not happen in
groups, with the purpose of planting congregational life, because that would harm
educational and religious interests. But if this happens in groups, while
establishing churches, schools and societies, then much useful can be done, more
then by penetrating the West further. I have limited my travel to the regions of
the Alleghan mountain slopes and valleys, not only because of the climate and for
health reasons, but also to get a better understanding of developments in the
endless mining of minerals, coal, etc., which will be very important considering
the short distance to the Atlantic Ocean and the expanding network of railroads.
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Everything that I discovered, while being informed by the geological State
Investigations, was inviting. The Southeners are very eager for emigrants to come
and persuasive in their invitation. They know and love the Dutch more than I
thought. Motley's books on the Netherlands are read widely in civilized circles,
and I was often told: "We greatly prefer Dutch and Scottish emigrants, because
we assume that they bring with them love for the truth." To what extend the
South needs emigration is clear to everybody who thinks about the consequences
of slavery--which made the South undeveloped and sparsely populated--the lack
of organization in normal slave labor, and the depletion and destruction of the
war. They do welcome Northerners, as long as do not try to seek office, and they
rather see Europeans come then Yankees. The political struggle against the North
has replaced the armed struggle, and those people who are not willing to live in
the midst of their own countrymen, will be absorbed themselves,' or will have to
be blessed with much wisdom and mildness to be able to live in peace. There are
many different kinds of people here, just like in the North, but, as can be
expected, the general beliefs are formed by influential and educated people, who
sincerely rejected the sword after the northern victory, but not their political ideas.
These people are now twice as bitter politically, equal to the measure in which the
North wants to show them how shameful their rebellion was, or wants to impose a
punishment on them. Added to that are their lack of financial resources and the
failure of their last two harvests. All this makes them throw themselves into
politics to regain their old rights and powers. But a good stream of emigrants will
'Probably in their political thinking.
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be more desirable then some laws or political victories for the South. There are
certainly evil things and misdoings here, especially because of the bitterness
between the existing parties, but the real issue is that there is always an
undercurrent in society that does not show itself in the floating crests of party
publications. Religion suffers much because of this political strive, just like in the
North, but still I was often pleasantly surprised. A couple of days ago I
discovered that businessmen in Selma, Alabama, meet daily for a prayer meeting,
a result of a revival which caused more than one hundred people to make
confession of faith and join the churches. I was warmly welcomed by them.
kAlthough I did find praiseworthy labor among the blacks in some places, mainly
done by Christian schools, the blacks are generally greatly neglected by the
southern churches, and many are opposed to the idea because they hate the
schoolwork done by Northerners among the blacks. They may rightly find some
flaws in that work, but it is still a noble and blessed work, extremely needed and
capable of growth. I also hope that our churches will support this work with
monetary means. The southern society and also the situation of the blacks invites
emigration in the form of united settlements. This and the schoolwork among
blacks (so that they will desire more educated teachers as they grow) is what can
be done for the South, otherwise it would be very difficult to exert fruitful
influence, and this will convince even more once you get to know their
preferences in regard to their own kind of teachers....
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Van Raalte opens this sentence with a bracket, but the closing bracket is nowhere to be found.
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I wish above all things that you will receive the joy of our faith, salvation
and the yielding of fruits of love.
Sincerely,
A.C. Van Raalte
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